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HOUSING STRATEGY REVIEW TASK AND FINISH GROUP REPORT

1. PURPOSE

1.1

1.2

1.3

This report is submitted as a Progress Report to Committee following the Task and Finish 
Group’s review of the existing Housing Strategy and formulation of initial recommendations 
regarding the priorities for the next Housing Strategy. 

The timetable for producing a refreshed Housing Strategy has been extended due to the 
publication of the Housing and Planning Bill in October 2015. The far reaching proposals for 
future housing delivery, particularly affordable housing delivery, has led to the conclusion that 
the Strategy should await the outcome of the proposals put forward in the Bill before 
determining the final content of the first draft of the document for public consultation. A 
refreshed timetable for delivering the Strategy will be agreed in due course.  

The purpose of this report is to provide an interim update and to note progress of the Task and 
Finish Group. 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 This Committee is asked to consider and comment on the Task and Finish Group’s interim 
report and recommendations regarding the priorities for the next Housing Strategy. 

     LINKS TO THE SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY 

3.1 This report falls within the priorities of creating Strong and Supportive communities and 
Sustainable Growth and Environment as detailed in the Sustainable Community Strategy.

4. BACKGROUND

4.1

4.2

At a  meeting of Full Council on 15 April 2015, Councillor Thulbourn put forward the following 
motion which was approved;

“That this Council notes that social housing was transferred to partners in 2003 and the 
strategy of the Council has not been reviewed since.
 
I respectfully ask that this Council creates a cross party review of the present strategy 
and to consult and create a new fit for purpose strategy recommendation that reflects 
our changing city to enable a future proof and resilient strategy going forward.
 
The provision of social housing has changed significantly since 2003 and update of what 
social housing could and should be achieving, and delivering, is long overdue”.

 
 A recommendation was agreed to establish a task and finish group to oversee the 
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4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

development of a refreshed Strategy. The current Housing Strategy was adopted in February 
2012 with a stated term from 2011-15 and therefore the timing of the review worked well for the 
timetable for updating the Strategy. 

The Task and Finish Group was established at a meeting of the Sustainable Growth and 
Environment Capital Scrutiny meeting on 10 June 2015.  The Terms of Reference are attached 
at Appendix 1. The cross party Task and Finish group comprises of the following members:
• Cllr Thulbourn (Chair) - Labour
• Cllr Saltmarsh – Liberal Party
• Cllr Davidson – Liberal Democrats
• Cllr Whitby - UKIP
• Cllr JA Fox -  Independent
• Cllr Bisby - Conservative

Officers supporting the Task and Finish Group are:
• Anne Keogh, Housing & Strategic Planning Team Manager  - Lead Officer
• Caroline Hannon, Housing Strategy and Enabling Officer 
• Paulina Ford, Senior Democratic Services Officer

The Task and Finish Group used the following methodology:
• Research 
• Discussions with Key Officers

o Belinda Child, Head of Housing and Health Improvement 
o Simon Machen, Corporate Director for Growth and Regeneration
o Anne Keogh, Housing & Strategic Planning Team Manager  
o Caroline Hannon, Housing Strategy and Enabling Officer 

The following initial baseline information was used to inform the review of the existing Housing 
Strategy and recommendations regarding the priorities for the next Housing Strategy:
• Current Housing Strategy
• Director of Public Health’s Annual Report 2015
• GL Hearn – Peterborough Sub-Regional Strategic Housing Market Assessment
• A report on the Private Housing Market in Peterborough in context.  Information taken from 

the Peterborough Sub-Regional Strategic Market Assessment (SHMA) published in July 
2014.

• Financial tools to assist Housing in Peterborough  - provided by Steven Pilsworth
• Housing Strategy Statement 2016-2020

Summary of tables provided: 
• Existing housing providers.  An annual report from DCLG.
• Existing housing – urban. A PCC survey of large Registered Housing Providers (Social 

Housing) in Peterborough.
• Existing housing – rural. A PCC survey of large Registered Housing Providers (Social 

Housing) in Peterborough, providing a breakdown of stock in each village.
• Annual newbuilds including tenure. An overview of the rate of newbuild affordable 

completions in Peterborough each year for the last ten years.
• Annual newbuilds – active Registered Providers.  Provided information on how many new 

homes were provided by each Housing Association. Key partners were Cross keys, 
Longhurst & Havelock and Axiom.

• Cross Keys Homes delivery. PCC records show since 2007/8 Cross Keys Homes had 
delivered 1086 new homes in Peterborough.

• Supported housing.  Information taken from the Adult Social Care Market Position 
Statement.

• Affordable Housing provided by private sector agreements.  

The timetable of the events leading to the production of this interim report is set out below:
• 14 July 2015 - Initial Meeting of the Task and Finish Group to establish what information 

would be required to inform the review.
• 17 August 2015 – Task and Finish Group meeting with officers to consider information 
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provided that was requested by the group.
• 6 October 2015 – Meeting of Task and Finish Group members to create the draft 

conclusions and recommendations of the group.
• 9 November 2015 – Discussion around conclusions and recommendations with officers and 

next steps.

5. KEY ISSUES

5.1 The recommendations of the Task and Finish Group set out within the Interim Progress Report 
do not take into accountant changes to Legislation that may arise from the enactment of the 
Housing and Planning Bill. Therefore the Group’s recommendations may change or develop as 
the development of the draft Housing Strategy progresses.

6. IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no Financial or Legal implications at this stage as this report is an interim report on 
the progress of the Task and Finish Group.

7.

7.1

CONSULTATION

None required at this stage.

8.

8.1

NEXT STEPS

Prepare a final report of the Task and Finish Group as the draft Housing Strategy document 
progresses.

9. BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS
Used to prepare this report, in accordance with the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985

9.1 See list above of base line information used to prepare this interim progress report.

10. APPENDICES

10.1 Appendix A – Terms of Reference of Task and Finish Group.
Appendix B – Interim progress report.
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